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Directive 2006/24/EC on the retention of communications data
 ("the Directive") requires Member States to transpose the Directive into national law by 15 September 2007. Article 15 of the Directive allows Member States which make a declaration on adoption of the Directive to postpone application of the Directive for a further 18-month period as regards the retention of communications data relating to Internet access, Internet telephony and Internet e-mail. 

On 26 November 2007 the Commission issued Letters of Formal Notice to those Member States, which had not at that date notified their national transposition measures. These letters were sent to Bulgaria, Germany, Estonia, Ireland, Greece, Italy, Cyprus, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Hungary, Malta, the Netherlands, Austria, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Slovakia, Finland and Sweden. The letter requested Member States to notify the relevant transposition measures or explain the delay in notification within two months of receipt. Since the Letters of Formal Notice were issued, Germany, Estonia, Cyprus and Slovakia have notified their transposition measures. The Commission invited all Member States to a meeting on 30 November 2007 to discuss transposition issues surrounding the Directive. A roundtable discussion revealed that in the majority of cases, delays were taking place due to the length of discussions in national parliaments. The report of this meeting can be found on the Europa website at the following address: http://ec.europa.eu/justice_home/news/events/news_events_en.htm . 

The Commission is presently assessing the notified measures. 

Eighteen Member States made a declaration at the time of adoption of the Directive to postpone until 15 March 2009 application of the Directive to the retention of communications data relating to Internet access, Internet telephony and Internet e-mail. The Member States in question are listed in the Annex to the Directive and include also Bulgaria and Romania.  

� 	Directive 2006/24/EC of Parliament and of the Council of 15 March 2006 on the retention of data generated or processed in connection with the provision of publicly available electronic communications services or of public communications networks and amending Directive 2002/58/EC, OJ L 105, 13.4.2006.






